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Download our free tools at alishuttler.com and host a winning pickleball tournament!
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1 Introduction

Pickleball is booming, from India’s vibrant courts to global “pickledomes.” Hosting a tourna-
ment, whether a social “round robin” or a competitive DUPR event, brings players together for
“rallies” and “putaways.” This guide, crafted by alishuttler.com, provides a 10-step plan to or-
ganize a seamless 2025 tournament. Use our free Round Robin Generator and downloadable
resources to avoid “volley llama” mishaps and ensure a “champion shot” event. Lets start the
“match”!

2 Why Host a Pickleball Tournament?

Tournaments spark community, competition, and fun. Heres why theyre a hit:

• Community Building: Connect “picklers” from beginners practicing “dinks” to pros land-
ing “nasty Nelsons.”

• Inclusive Play: Formats like “popcorn” doubles ensure no early “x-outs.”

• Growth: With Indias pickleball scene growing (e.g., AIPA events), tournaments attract
players and sponsors.

• Fun: Multiple “matches” keep everyone engaged, avoiding “getting pickled.”

Explore terms like “dink” and “golden pickle” in our AZ Pickleball Dictionary.

3 Step-by-Step Guide to Planning Your Tournament

3.1 Define Your Goals

• Type: Social “OPA!” mixer, competitive DUPR event, or charity fundraiser?

• Audience: Beginners, juniors (719), or pros? Choose “singles,” “doubles,” or “mixed
doubles.”

• Scale: Small (812 players, 12 courts) or large (40+ players, 4+ courts)? One court per 6
players is ideal, per Pickleheads.

3.2 Choose the Right Format

• Round Robin: Everyone plays each other, perfect for social play. Use our Round Robin
Generator.

• Elimination: Single or double elimination for high stakes.

• Popcorn: Random partner rotations for fun, as Sharon Ricci suggests.

• Swiss-System: Matches similar-skilled players, great for DUPR.

• Tip: Use “rally scoring” for large groups to speed up games.

3.3 Secure a Venue

• Courts: Ensure 20x44 ft courts with clear “kitchen” lines and proper “net height” (36
ends, 34 center).

• Find Courts: Use our Court Finder for local venues.
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• Backup: Bring portable nets (e.g., ONIX 2-in-1) for non-traditional spaces.

3.4 Set Date and Schedule

• Timing: Choose weekends or holidays; check weather for outdoor courts.

• Duration: 34 hours for 812 players (711 rounds); 68 hours for larger events.

• Scheduling: Use our Round Robin Generator for matchups and “byes.”

• Tip: Plan 1520 minutes per game to 11, win by 2.

3.5 Promote Your Event

• Online: Share on Twitter and local WhatsApp groups, inspired by @majorleaguepb.

• Flyers: Create posters with Canva for community boards or Instagram.

• Newsletter: Announce via alishuttler.coms newsletter, linking to our Generator.

3.6 Register Players and Collect Fees

• Registration: Use a Google Form on alishuttler.com for names and DUPR ratings.

• Fees: $10$50 for competitive events; keep social events free, per Pickleball Den.

• Skill Matching: Use our Skill Quiz to prevent “sandbagging.”

3.7 Prepare Equipment

• Paddles/Balls: Regulation paddles (max 24 combined length/width) and balls (26-hole
indoor, 40-hole outdoor).

• Nets/Lines: Confirm venue nets or bring portable ones; use tape for lines.

• Scorekeeping: Use our Sandras Pickleball Scorecard.

3.8 Run the Tournament

• Check-In: Distribute schedules via our Generator.

• Rules: Brief on “double bounce rule” and “non-volley zone,” per our Dictionary.

• Flow: Assign monitors to track scores and avoid “distraction” faults.

3.9 Engage Players and Spectators

• Prizes: Offer paddles or overgrips for “golden ticket” winners.

• Videos: Record “smash” highlights with our Video Analysis Tool.

• Updates: Post standings on alishuttler.com or Twitter.
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3.10 Wrap Up and Follow Up

• Winners: Announce via our Generator standings.

• Feedback: Send a Google Form survey, per The Pickler.

• Share: Post results on alishuttler.com for next time.

4 Free Download: Tournament Planner

Download our Pickleball Tournament Planner PDF for:

• Tournament checklist

• Printable “Sandras Pickleball Scorecard”

• Schedule templates

Get it at alishuttler.com/tournament-planner!

5 Get Started Today

Host a “smooth as a dink” tournament with our Round Robin Generator and Planner PDF. Visit
alishuttler.com for more tools like our AZ Pickleball Dictionary and Skill Quiz. Share your event
plans at alishuttler.com/contact and make 2025 epic!

6 References

• Pickleheads

• USA Pickleball

• Global Pickleball Network

• The Pickler
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